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NZX-listed New Zealand Rural Land Company’s co-founder is hoping the
results of a nationwide carbon survey his company is participating in will open
the door to greater debate on carbon’s value in storing agri-greenhouse gases.

The company has two dairy farms in its 12,000 hectare pastoral portfolio
included in the national carbon survey being conducted by Manaaki Whenua –
Landcare Research, which is close to completing its �rst round of carbon
sampling from Cape Reinga to Bluff.

Typically, NZ’s younger, less-cultivated soils have been regarded as being
relatively high in carbon levels, with research showing increasing those levels
can be achieved incrementally at best.

NZ Rural Land co-founder Richard Milsom said the company is keen to view
results from the survey as soon as possible to get a handle on where its farms’

NZ Rural Land Company CEO Richard Milsom says his company hopes to get an early
indication of how carbon levels are tracking across the two company farms surveyed in the
Landcare carbon survey.
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particular carbon levels lie. 

“It has proven an opportunity for us to be an active rather than passive
participant in the survey. It starts with sampling,  and we are aiming to
implement some of the results in our enduring land for life programme, on the
bleeding edge rather than being a slow follower.”
The soil carbon survey is measuring soil carbon on 500 pastoral sites across NZ
and is concluding its �rst sampling round. The �rst sites were sampled almost
six years ago and are about to be re-sampled. 

Early results have revealed few surprises for scientists, with the anticipated
levels of lower carbon tending to show up in crop land, rather than on
perennial pasture country.

Landcare scientists are hopeful the survey will provide some indicators on
movements in carbon amounts across the different pastoral sectors nationally.

Milsom said NZ’s understanding about the ability to sequester carbon below
ground in the soil rather than above ground in trees is still in the relatively
early stages. The survey will do much to improve that understanding.

“It is a case of having soil versus dirt. In United States where there is heavy
mono-cultural cropping there has been a heavy loss of carbon and loss of soil
structure. Here, with largely pasture-based and low re-grassing rates, we have
soils mineralised for longer.”

The two NZ Rural Land properties are dairy units totalling almost 1000ha. One
is Toi Puke in Otago and the other Browns in Southland.

Milsom said he hopes the good management of the two properties will re�ect
in their carbon levels, with minimal pugging and careful cropping
management helping keep levels up.

Regenerative agricultural practices have been hailed as a means of lifting soil
carbon levels, but Milsom shied away from a wholesale adoption of the phrase
in NZ Rural Land’s operations.

“What is sometimes called normal practice for us here in NZ may be seen as
revolutionary in some other countries. There are a number of hypotheses
about regen that are up to interpretation, but we are keen to be data- and
science-driven with our decision making.”
As NZ again revisits its Emissions Trading Scheme policies, Milsom said
anything learnt from the survey results could be useful in getting recognition
of soil’s ability to sequester carbon.

“Part of our farm environment plans are to sequester greenhouse gases, and
anywhere you can sequester it should be identi�ed.”

He said he hopes NZ Rural Land will be leading from the front in setting an
example of how to better understand, manage and improve soil carbon levels

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv4iF71gQjgyV7OLVMH6h7idVuBmQulAVET-Ssz3UVZbQNgpU74KzW-Ejy7mVd9XFnGyuOkueoPFDNbh0_s13WleSMUG7Ur7W_ZUmznegB-XOAnqTvdXpjeL0Nvz7pHaLbbsHaEQADxfN7vVfWGvqhS9mylLhrwKZCCdG50F2zqJOyFlSN9VxyyOp3CeFqr_eDd60_j9PitqU5HPjtDa_ewClG5OacOIKBflVjFlKqzTsOs_xWnwCTHIsRw-2NdLWX_0z5zuwJeWiw9amMZWA820RpUyWu1J9Lpf18OSnxxWpjQB2q48wrjWH14gBINg_e7sK6z11S7z_4KRBRCKrWGXPfWuVFRkKggqKV02PpVSAKUYnqcD3-NcTUwnNuZZA&sai=AMfl-YSj-dF_bvWpqdbxZC_QitIEj5jEQPQAxE1iSg0wZtGKuEvhTEbBLwJFK10D_OHLttn2WQLZMolu3FJuT46kl5PBOZSdfXn8fyAPcZwitpH8CI2QzTikAFy_8CiweQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOgcepOVasKE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://www.schoolofhardknocks.co.nz
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv4iF71gQjgyV7OLVMH6h7idVuBmQulAVET-Ssz3UVZbQNgpU74KzW-Ejy7mVd9XFnGyuOkueoPFDNbh0_s13WleSMUG7Ur7W_ZUmznegB-XOAnqTvdXpjeL0Nvz7pHaLbbsHaEQADxfN7vVfWGvqhS9mylLhrwKZCCdG50F2zqJOyFlSN9VxyyOp3CeFqr_eDd60_j9PitqU5HPjtDa_ewClG5OacOIKBflVjFlKqzTsOs_xWnwCTHIsRw-2NdLWX_0z5zuwJeWiw9amMZWA820RpUyWu1J9Lpf18OSnxxWpjQB2q48wrjWH14gBINg_e7sK6z11S7z_4KRBRCKrWGXPfWuVFRkKggqKV02PpVSAKUYnqcD3-NcTUwnNuZZA&sai=AMfl-YSj-dF_bvWpqdbxZC_QitIEj5jEQPQAxE1iSg0wZtGKuEvhTEbBLwJFK10D_OHLttn2WQLZMolu3FJuT46kl5PBOZSdfXn8fyAPcZwitpH8CI2QzTikAFy_8CiweQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOgcepOVasKE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://www.schoolofhardknocks.co.nz


1/19/24, 1:59 PM Looking for the high ground in NZ soil carbon survey

https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/ 3/6

People are also reading

for other landowners.

Land Research Soil

   

Sign up to Farmers Weekly Preview
Receive a summary of the week's top stories and a preview of next week's paper in your
inbox every Friday.

First name Last name Email address

SIGN UP

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu7bFzb7Q7w0R14ciWArBkHXBJrd40XNOXZ1LVRy-INxJalqAU7harsZo2RzjtGJDs45crwqjuYhP85pyOsQenyfydFHjR7Ds_1t5vZf0RZLWxodxqQfpclwNHuG2io170WsVwps0AdUJK2W4Z3Q2PaWYvFYDv7Hg-jrZlmI1gy6FTm7VLoVYm0yLPxDsPQPZCxSOZpoCHK_oFCE9qaqB3MgYy45HPBlj2iC6CnAKy7snDvG71loXAwXjrl8fygAFzp3fz5vrThB60_xWgOv1J3rkPDsdhzuZZ79tje_DlT1MuW3K8ljQgVb3F_Tz4rt8L-CYGVhwhQiTgWFAKS8LgKfz-STnh5sXkKooUzJtNlX2YQnT4MBzx8JTb4n6NbMg&sai=AMfl-YSejupuWG0iurNZ5xJgqV6kzEa6pa2yR_DsWMqESU4cuCI37keIQ1GNEcdgkPIKvK8wqlvn6ROktS63ESJsZsSvniJaFpAPyvMkjiZcfXIeVbTeiSNMngaiv2YcRQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHAWGuPrQnhx&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/premium/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu7bFzb7Q7w0R14ciWArBkHXBJrd40XNOXZ1LVRy-INxJalqAU7harsZo2RzjtGJDs45crwqjuYhP85pyOsQenyfydFHjR7Ds_1t5vZf0RZLWxodxqQfpclwNHuG2io170WsVwps0AdUJK2W4Z3Q2PaWYvFYDv7Hg-jrZlmI1gy6FTm7VLoVYm0yLPxDsPQPZCxSOZpoCHK_oFCE9qaqB3MgYy45HPBlj2iC6CnAKy7snDvG71loXAwXjrl8fygAFzp3fz5vrThB60_xWgOv1J3rkPDsdhzuZZ79tje_DlT1MuW3K8ljQgVb3F_Tz4rt8L-CYGVhwhQiTgWFAKS8LgKfz-STnh5sXkKooUzJtNlX2YQnT4MBzx8JTb4n6NbMg&sai=AMfl-YSejupuWG0iurNZ5xJgqV6kzEa6pa2yR_DsWMqESU4cuCI37keIQ1GNEcdgkPIKvK8wqlvn6ROktS63ESJsZsSvniJaFpAPyvMkjiZcfXIeVbTeiSNMngaiv2YcRQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHAWGuPrQnhx&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/premium/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/tag/land/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/tag/research/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/tag/soil/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=Looking%20for%20the%20high%20ground%20in%20NZ%20soil%20carbon%20survey%C2%A0&via=FarmersWeeklyNZ&url=https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/
mailto:?subject=Looking%20for%20the%20high%20ground%20in%20NZ%20soil%20carbon%20survey%C2%A0&body=Looking%20for%20the%20high%20ground%20in%20NZ%20soil%20carbon%20survey%C2%A0%20https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/


1/19/24, 1:59 PM Looking for the high ground in NZ soil carbon survey

https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/ 4/6

New frontiers of maize growing to be explored at arable
conference

Annette Scott

Narrower focus with new M bovis test

Annette Scott

TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY

https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/new-frontiers-of-maize-growing-to-be-explored-at-arable-conference/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/new-frontiers-of-maize-growing-to-be-explored-at-arable-conference/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/new-frontiers-of-maize-growing-to-be-explored-at-arable-conference/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/author/annette-scott/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/narrower-focus-with-new-m-bovis-test/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/narrower-focus-with-new-m-bovis-test/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/author/annette-scott/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/


1/19/24, 1:59 PM Looking for the high ground in NZ soil carbon survey

https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/ 5/6

Farmers Weekly

    

© 2023 AgriHQ Ltd

8 Weld Street,
P.O Box 529,
Feilding, New Zealand

Waitoa boiler boosts cleaner energy at Fonterra

Farmers Weekly

Young scientists champion bioeconomy

Farmers Weekly

TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY

https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/
https://facebook.com/FarmersWeeklyNZ
https://twitter.com/FarmersWeeklyNZ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/farmers-weekly-nz
https://www.instagram.com/farmersweeklynz
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI4pU7CHBuE7fsMUbFhOLgA
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/waitoa-boiler-boosts-cleaner-energy-at-fonterra/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/waitoa-boiler-boosts-cleaner-energy-at-fonterra/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/author/staff-reporter/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/young-scientists-champion-bioeconomy/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/young-scientists-champion-bioeconomy/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/author/staff-reporter/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/


1/19/24, 1:59 PM Looking for the high ground in NZ soil carbon survey

https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/technology/looking-for-the-high-ground-in-nz-soil-carbon-survey/ 6/6

0800 85 25 80

Advertise with us Subscribe Contact Us Share Your Story

Terms of Use About Us Digital Newspaper Help

https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/advertise-with-us/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/subscribe/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/contact-us/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/faces-of-nz-farming/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/terms-of-use/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/about-us/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/digital-edition/
https://www.farmersweekly.co.nz/help/

